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of wine that he had been drinking when he was interrupted by
Chang Wei's intrusion and invited his neighbors to join him.
They drank and chatted under the flowers until it was dark, when
Yu Kung and Shan Kung took their leave. Through them the
news was soon spread all over the village and every one hoped
that they would have an opportunity to see the miracle for them-
selves though they all had misgivings that Mr. Chiu would give
them his permission.
When morning came, however, and some of the villagers went
to Mr. Chiu's garden gate, they found it thrown wide open, for
he had, after a night spent in meditation, come to realize the
error of his former ways and had made haste to mend them. "I
have brought this misfortune upon myself by my lack of gen-
erosity," he said to himself. "If my bosom had been, like that of
the immortals, as capacious as the ocean, this would never have
happened to me." Therefore, he opened the gate of his garden
to anyone that cared to visit it and only cautioned his visitors not
to pluck the flowers.
In the meantime Chang Wei was saying to his henchmen: "Let
us now go to see the old bandit. I cannot let him off so easily
after his impudence yesterday. If he won't hand over the garden,
we shall lay it low for him."
"He will have to sell it to you," some one said; "but it is too
bad that we did so much damage yesterday since it will soon be
yours."
"The flowers will bloom again next year," Chang Wei said. "Let
us make haste, for we must not give him time to take precautions
against us."
On their way they encountered some of the villagers returning
from Mr. Chiu's garden and heard them talking about the miracle
they had seen. Chang Wei would not believe it but took it to be
Mr. Chiu's invention for the purpose of deterring him from his
evil intention. But when they reached the garden and wound
their way to the court before the hut they found that the flowers
had indeed been restored to their stems as they had heard. Chang
Wei was amazed but he did not change his mind about the robbery